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MUSIC DIRECTOR'S REPORT 
Clara Longstreth  

The 2023-2024 season included even greater variety than in years past. We went from Baroque
fare in December to an opera in March and then to mostly a cappella Romantic music in May.

December’s “A Season of Light” took its title from Esenwald’s “Lux Aeterna.” Three Baroque works,
Buxtehude’s “Missa Brevis,” Schütz’s motet from his “Requiem,” and Bach’s “Lobet den Herrn”
made up the core repertoire. We also sang motets by the 16th Century Italian composer,
Salamone Rossi, in Hebrew. Chamber Chorus was happy to return to a favorite Renaissance
motet, “Civitas Sancti Tui.” Bach’s exuberant “Alleluia” closed his piece (and the concert) with
fanfares of joy.

In March, we embarked on our co-commission with the cell theatre - an opera by Michael
Dellaira - with keen curiosity, but no inkling of the great success and fun that “Arctic Explorations”
would prove to be. Here are the elements of this opera that made it vastly different from any
project we had done before:

 A riveting story based on the book “Arctic Explorations” by Elisha Kent Kane about his
adventurous travels to the Arctic
 Collaboration between Dellaira and Inuk drum dancer Nuka Alice during development
 Folk instruments (guitar and banjo) as part of an on-stage 7-piece orchestra
 The presence of Nuka Alice, who played a central role in the performance
 The NAS Chorus sang portions of the piece in the Inuit language
 Four excellent professional singers in costume
 Professional stage direction and lighting

We were all delighted to learn - a week before the concerts - that we were sold out for both
performances. Streaming was available two weeks later. Unofficial reviews sent to me by email
were uniformly excellent. A professional CD of the opera will be coming out soon.

Rehearsals started a week late for the May concert due to the norovirus, which hit many singers
and the conductor. But the chorus made up for this with hard work on the challenging repertoire.
Britten’s “Hymn to St. Cecilia” was the centerpiece of the program, an always beloved a cappella
piece on a fascinating poem by W.H. Auden. Brahms songs and his motet, “O Heiland Reiss,” were
beautifully sung by both Full and Chamber Chorus. The concert closed with Matt Harris’s quasi-
samba “Drinking Song” and Jake Runestad’s exciting “Alleluia,” complete with rhythmic clapping
by the chorus. 

The chorus was lucky to have the creative and enthusiastic help of Assistant Conductor T.J.
Barnes for the season, and we are happy that he will return for 2024-2025.

Clara Longstreth



PRESIDENT'S REPORT 
Michelle Neary

We had another wonderful year under Clara Longstreth’s baton! She outlined the exciting
programs for the 2023-2024 season above; they were filled with choral gems spanning a
range of several centuries and were rewarding to sing. In particular, the “Arctic Explorations”
opera was a real treat. The excellent music was matched by the grand scale of the
production with the soloists, the Harlem Chamber Players, and the stage team from the cell
theatre. We had staging, lights, costumes, everything! The special nature of the performance
was highlighted by a parallel benefit at the Explorer’s Club in which we learned more about
the Arctic and the theme of exploration.

Along the way, we also continued to monitor the Covid-19 situation. With much appreciation
for my fellow members of the Health Committee (Robert Palmer, Vera Sziklai, and Donna
Zalichin), we were able to avoid any major outbreaks of respiratory illness during the season. 

Last summer was the start of a time of transition for New Amsterdam Singers. Donna
handed over the presidential reins to me. We said goodbye to our manager, Pat Neely, with
thanks for the year she spent with us, and welcomed Stefanie Izzo to this important role.
José Juan Marzal Fernandez moved on from the Assistant Conductor post after a great
year, and we happily welcomed T.J. Barnes to that position.

Also last summer, a Transition Committee began meeting regularly to prepare for our bigger
transition to a new Music Director when Clara retires at the end of the 2024-2025 season –
her 57th! They worked hard to put a search plan in place and make sure that the job posting
reflected the values and special qualities of NAS. This past spring and summer were spent
reviewing applications and interviewing potential new conductors. Watch for updates in the
coming months.        

We are very excited for the upcoming 2024-2025 season with Clara as our Music Director. 
She continues to lead NAS with her signature mix of humor and humility, excellent
programming, and top-notch musicianship, and we are all lucky to get to sing with her.

Michelle Neary



I am so pleased to report that FY23-24 was truly a banner year for NAS. We had budgeted
conservatively and projected a net loss of $10,750, but ended up in the black by $7,075. This
was particularly exciting since the previous year, FY 22-23, had ended in the red by $35,164.

This happy result came about because of several factors:

Somewhat higher membership income as a result of a larger chorus coming out of the
pandemic, and an increase in membership dues.

Robust ticket sales, both in-person and streaming, especially for the March opera and
May concert performances. We also raised ticket prices by $5 to reflect inflation.

A very successful - and special - benefit at The Explorers Club which was tied to the
opera, Arctic Explorations, commissioned and performed by NAS in March.

A full breakdown of our income and expenses, as well as details about ticket sales and our
benefit, are included in this report.

Orren Alperstein

TREASURER'S REPORT
Orren Alperstein 

23-24 Ticket Sales



TREASURER'S REPORT continued



All photos by Hannah Kerwin

EXPLORERS CLUB BENEFIT

On Leap Day (February 29), NAS held a very special benefit at the Explorers Club. The event was
driven by dedicated board members and a specially appointed benefit committee, and included talks
by former Explorers Club President Richard Wiese, Arctic expert Martin Nweeia, and an exclusive
performance by Nuka Alice, star of Arctic Explorations. The program included a silent auction,
cocktails and dinner. One of our most successful benefits in recent NAS history, the event netted more
than $20,000 in revenue to support our concert season.



LEADERSHIP AND STAFF | 2023-2024

Board of Directors

Michelle Neary, President
A. Robert Pietrzak, Vice-President
Orren Alperstein, Treasurer
Robin D. Beckhard, Secretary

Robert H. Palmer
Elisa Peimer
Susan H. Perkins
Gwendolyn D. Simmons
Ellen G. Stark
Elizabeth Stein
Donna W. Zalichin

Advisory Council

Joanne Hubbard Cossa
Amy Kaiser
Richard Kessler
Paul Alan Levi
Allan Miller
Diana Solomon-Glover
Brian Zeger

Staff

Clara Longstreth, Music Director
T.J. Barnes, Assistant Conductor
Pen Ying Fang, Accompanist
Stefanie Izzo, Manager



NEW AMSTERDAM SINGERS | 2023-2024

SOPRANOS

Orren Alperstein
Robin D. Beckhard*
Martha Beckwith
Colleen Blain
Laura Cohen**
Dana Crowell**
Susan Daum
Naomi Draper
Lillie Dremeaux
Janet Field
Rebecca Harris
Laura Klein
Abigail Kniffin
Dana Kramer
Alyssa Lafosse
Jaime Leifer**
Michelle Neary*
Tracey Ober
Andrea Olejar**
Judith Pott*
Clara Schuhmacher**
Elizabeth Stein
Elspeth Strang
Jennifer Trahan

TENORS

Paul Blanchard**
Eli Enenbach
Nathaniel Granor**
Thomas Haller
Jason Lowenhar
Robert Marlowe
Nate Mickelson
Paul Parsekian*
Bob Pietrzak
John Pinegar
Adam Poole
Benj Prud'homme
Tim Sachs**
Hsin Wang

BASSES

Richard Abel
Bendix Anderson*
T.J. Barnes
Michael Berger
James Crowell
Walter Daum
Jethro Eisenstein
Steven Hanna
Philip Holmgren**
Steve Holtje*
Michael Landy*
John Leuenhagen
Jeff McNerney
Fred Nangle
Robert Palmer
Raymond Wells*
Rafael Yuste

ALTOS

Gabi Barton
Liz Basile*
Cindy Brome
Isabel Colman
Johanna de la Cruz
Rebecca Dee*
Jenny Delson
Stephanie Golob
Sally Hoskins*
Nora Isacoff
Daniela Kempf
Hannah Kerwin
Betty Kulleseid
Naya Mukherji
Elisa Peimer
Charlotte Rocker**
Ellen Stark*
Bernardica Sculac Stern
Vera Sziklai
Briel Waxman
Donna Zalichin
Barbara Zucker-Pinchoff

*Chamber Chorus
**Chamber Chorus Only



ANNUAL FUND DONORS | 2023-2024
ARCHANGELS 
($2,500 and greater)

Orren Alperstein
Robin D. Beckhard & Bryan R. Shelby
Melinda Nix
Robert Palmer
Susan Perkins
A. Robert Pietrzak & Nancy Fuchs
Donna Zalichin & Barry Kramer

ANGELS
($1,000 - $2,499)

Anonymous
Robin & Ralph Arditi
Nicky Chapin
Anke Dening
John & Gail Duncan
Wendy Fuchs
Susan Gilbert & Clayton Benchley
Constance Hoguet & Richard Neel
Mary Holt
Bevis Longstreth
Clare & Howard McMorris
Bettina Murray
Sarah Piel & Douglas McAlinden
Xavier & Penelope Pi-Sunyer
Faanya Rose
Sylvia Shepard & Willy Holtzman
Margo & Anthony Viscusi
Robert & Ginny Walther
Mark Weisdorf & Lorraine Bell
Duvall Williams
Barbara Zucker-Pinchoff & 
   Barry S. Pinchoff

BENEFACTORS
($500 - $999)

David Beek & Gayle Christian
Tom & Nancy Berner
Joseph Brooks

Michael & Dudley Del Balso
Jethro Eisenstein & Stefany Gordon
Hans & Doris Grunwald
Frieda Holober
William Hunter & J. Christian Annalora
Allan Miller & Marie Winn
Guna & Robert Mundheim
Jayme & Bruce Neary
Michelle Neary & Leslie Ching
Judith Pott
Barbara & Charles Robinson
Betsy Scott
Charles & Lorraine Skeen
Gillian Sorensen
Jennifer Trahan
Rae Zimmerman

PATRONS
($250 - $499)

Jutta & Hans Bertram-Nothnagel
Stella Birnberg
Susan Bloom
John Brett & Jane Strong
Margarita Brose
John & Mary D. Brust
Joanne Hubbard Cossa
Dana Boocock Crowell
Thomas Emmons
James Gandre
Dennis Goodenough
In memory of André Guthman
Mary Holt
Andy James
Hannah M. Kerwin
Ann R. Kinney
Eli Kramer
Lucy Kraus
Mary Libby
Anne & Larry Martz
Nate Mickelson & Sameer Khan
Virginia & Timothy Millhiser
New York Community Trust

Robert Norman
Elisabeth Norwood
Annie Osborn
Paul Parsekian & Kathy Phillip
Robert Paterson
Donald & Genie Rice
Hugh Rosenbaum
Paul Sperry & Beatrice Mitchell
Ellen Stark
Christine Thomas
Lee Wasserman
Raymond G. Wells
Laila Williamson
Edward Zyszkowski
 
SPONSORS
($150 - $249)

Anonymous
Roger Arar
Lucinda Ballard
Edith S. Bingham
Terry Blank
Darlene Challberg
Beth & John Dugan
Vera Jelinek
Dell Kendall
Margaret Kulleseid
Jaime C. Leifer & 
     Tom Denniston
Susan McCormick
Phyllis & Slade Mills
Novartis
Thomas Palmer
Sarah Plimpton & 
     Robert Paxton
Mary Sachs
Ray Scheindlin &          
    Janice Meyerson
Nidia Schuhmacher
Betsy Scott
Patricia & Jack Stack
Mary Tynes



FRIENDS
(up to $149)

Sarah & Doug Banker
Anne Marie & Jonathan Berger
Rebecca Carel
Teri Cohen
M De Saxe
Mary Pat Denci
Charlesanna Ecker
Jim Finder
Carol & Victor Gallo
Mary Lou Gelblum
Priscilla Gilman
Tamar & Marshal Granor
Joan & David Grubin
Carol Hamilton
Matthew Harris
Mary Harris
Elizabeth Howland
Deborah Jones
Debra Kaye
Robert Klatell
Marjory Klein
Paul Lansky 
Cynthia & William Krause
Katherine Leahy
Ivan Lendvai
Harriet Levine
Benjamin Longstreth
Katherine Longstreth
Batya Monder
Lina Morielli
Emily Nammacher
Janet Neary
Edward Nunes
Andrea Olejar
Martha G. Otis
Jim & Julie Phelps
Daniel Rabin
Anna Rickell
Maxine Rosenberg
James Silver
Nealie & Jonathan Small

www.nasingers.org 
@NewAmsterdamSingers 

@nasingers 
nasingers.org/youtube 

P.O. Box 373
Cathedral Station 
New York, NY 10025 
info@nasingers.org

Christopher Smeall
Dr. Richard Smoker
Scott Sprinzen
Christopher St. John
Peter Stone
Vera Sziklai
Quynh Thai
Christine Thomas
Elspeth Strang & Will Maitland Weiss
Hsin Wang
James Welby
Gilda Wray

Our concerts are made
possible by the generous
support of our donors. This
donor list reflects
contributions received from
July 1, 2023 - June 30, 2024.
If we have inadvertently
omitted or misspelled your
name, we apologize; please
let us know by email at
manager@nasingers.org.

mailto:manager@nasingers.org

